


GEOGRAPHY SUBJECT STORY:
THEMES: MY LOCAL AREA, KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD, NATURAL CHANGES, 

HUMAN CHANGES/LAND USE _______        EUROPEAN  _______ WIDER WORLD _________ 

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 1 Where do I live? What is in a town? Where is the North/South Pole? What 

is a cold place like? 

Which way is North?

Where in the UK could we visit?

When should we go to the seaside?

Year 2 Where is Pudding Lane?

Where are the capital cities?

Where is Africa?

Which Oceans surround Africa?

Can I find castles on a map?

What are the features of a castle?

Year 3 Why is Pompeii famous? What is the journey of a river? How is a 

river formed? Where does the rain 

come from?

Where is the River Nile?

Year 4 Where is Greece? Would you like to 

live there? 

Where does our food come from? 

Where are the tropics?

Which country do we live in?

Where would you like to go?

Year 5 Where is Mexico? What is life like in a 

developing country?

Can I find Raby Castle on the map? 

Where in the world were the Tudor’s 

friends and foes?

What is our Earth made of? How do 

earthquakes happen? How can we 

protect the rainforest?

Year 6 What evidence is there of industry in 

our area? 

Who and where were the allied 

forces?

What time is it in the Galapagos 

Islands?



Geographical

Skills:

Enquiry and Investigation Fieldwork (see field work study 

progression for further detail)

Interpreting a range of 

sources

Communicating Geographical 

information

Y1 Ask and answer simple Geographical questions

Describe similarities and differences when studying 

places and features

Observe and describe daily weather patterns

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills when studying the 

geography of the school and grounds- sensory map of school 

grounds

Use simple maps, globes infant atlases 

and pictures.

Know that symbols mean something on 

a map

Use maps and images to talk about 

everyday life. 

Draw speak and write about simple 

geographical concepts such as what they 

can see.

Y2 Ask and answer simple Geographical questions when 

investigating different places and environments.

Describe similarities, differences and patterns e.g. 

comparing lives of children in different places

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns

Develop simple fieldwork and observational skills when studying 

the geography of the school and local environment- Traffic survey, 

village walk

Use sources such as large scale maps, 

globes, aerial photos to identify 

features and places as well as follow 

routes.

Use simple compass directions as well 

as directional language when 

describing features and routes.

Express views about an environment and 

recognize how people can affect the 

environment

Create their own simple maps and symbols

Y3 Ask and answer more searching geographical 

questions when investigating different places and 

environments

Identify similarities, differences, and patterns when 

comparing places and features.

Observe record and name geographical and human features of the 

environment- River study

Use a range of sources including digi 

maps atlases, globes, and satellite 

images to research and present ideas.

Use the eight compass points and 

recognize some ordnance survey 

symbols.

Express their opinions on environmental 

issues and recognize how people can affect 

the environment positively and negatively.

Y4 Ask and respond to more searching Geographical 

questions including How? And Why?

Identify and describe similarities, differences and 

patterns when investigating different places, 

environments and people.

Observe record and explain physical  and human features of the 

environment- Noise survey/ environmental quality survey

Use a range of sources including digi 

maps atlases, globes, and satellite 

images to research and present 

geographical information.

Use letter and number co ordinates to 

locate features on a map

Express their opinions on environmental issues 

and recognize that other people may feel 

differently. Communicate geographical 

information through a range of methods including 

digi maps, plans, graphs and presentations.

Y5 Ask and respond to questions that are more causal 

e.g. Why is that happening in this place?  What are the 

effects of…? Could it happen here?

Recognise geographical issues affecting people in 

different environments.

Observe measure and record human and physical features 

using a range of methods e.g. sketch maps, plans, graphs 

and digital technologies- annotating photos and sketch 

maps of Raby including contours.

Use a range of maps  and other 

sources of  primary and secondary 

geographical information and select the 

most appropriate for the task.

Demonstrate an understanding 

between Ordnance Survey and other 

maps ( e.g. digi maps, road maps, 

historical maps, leisure maps, tourist 

maps) and know when its appropriate 

to use each. Use 4 figure grid 

references.

Express and and explain their opinions on 

geographical and environmental issues and 

recognize why others people may feel differently.

Choose from a range of methods e.g. digital 

maps, plans, graphs and presentations when 

communicating geographical information.

Y6 Ask and respond to questions that are more causal 

e.g. What happened in the past to cause that? How is 

it likely to change in the future?

Make predictions and test simple hypotheses about 

people, places and geographical issues.

Use a range of numerical and quantitative skills to analyse, 

interpret and present data collected from fieldwork observations, 

measurements and recordings- local land use survey Staindrop v 

Barnard Castle

Interpret a wider range of geographical 

information and maps including scale, 

projections, thematic and digital maps.

Recognise an increasing number of 

Ordnance survey symbols on maps 

and use 6 figure grid refences.

Develop their understanding of differing views 

and attitudes to critically evaluate local 

geographical issues and events.

Communicate geographical information using a 

wide range of methods including writing at length.



PROGRESSION IN FIELDWORK STUDIES

Y1-School Grounds 

Survey

Draw and use simple 

maps of the school and 

it’s  grounds. Survey 

places they like/dislike 

and mark on the map 

using simple symbols.

Draw a sensory map 

identifying features they 

would see, hear, smell & 

feel around the school 

and grounds.

Y2-Village Survey

Draw and use simple 

maps of the school and 

its location within the 

village. Draw and 

describe a simple route 

around the village on a 

maps and plans. Carry 

out a simple traffic survey 

recording and presenting 

the results. 

Y3-River Survey

Draw and use simple 

maps of the village 

including it’s river and 

bridges. Compare with 

maps of Barnard castles 

river and bridges. 

Conduct simple 

investigations into the 

depth and speed of the 

river in different places 

and compare results. 

Present findings in 

different ways.



Y4- Environmental survey. 

Draw and annotate their own 

simple maps of the village  in 

order to conduct 

environmental surveys to 

compare human/physical  

aspects of the local 

environment. Identify positive 

and negative features of the 

environment and annotate on 

a map. Use simple 

measuring equipment- sound 

meter to record noise levels 

in different areas of the 

village. Use results to  

Identify areas for 

improvement.

Y5-Lanscape survey. 

Draw their own sketch 

maps and annotate them 

to show physical and 

human features of a 

location. Take their own 

and annotate digital 

photos with 

human/physical features 

and identify changes 

over time. Draw simple 

maps using their own 

symbols and use contour 

lines to represent 

elevation of the local 

landscape. Compare 

different representations 

of the same landscape. 

Y6-Land use survey. 

Use observational skills 

to record land use in 

Staindrop. Present 

findings in graphical 

form. Identify land use of 

wider locality on maps 

and identify changes 

over time. Compare land 

use with a larger locality 

e.g. Barnard Castle. 

Create land use maps 

using their own keys. 

Identify  and annotate 

land use on digital maps 

with a range of scales 

and aerial/satellite 

photos.


