
Ideas for traffic calming Staindrop CE Primary School 2008/9                Oct 2008 
 
Zebra Crossing – Applied for Sept 08 backed by Parish Council. Rejected by Teesdale DC and Durham 
after traffic survey which appeared to show that the level of traffic did not required intervention.  
 
Sleeping Policemen – Parish Council informed school that residents did not want them as they are 
permanent and affect all journeys through the village. Concerns included: possible damage to cars, 
speed humps are tricky to negotiate for bicyclists and motorcyclists. Also there have been studies that 
show that speed bumps can cause the speed of traffic around speed bumps to be unpredictable and 
some drivers speed up between bumps to gain time lost. Consideration needs to also be given for 
potential delays to ambulance and other emergency vehicles. 
 
Speedometer – applied for and approved – for intermittent periods will be placed at the top of the village 
or on the green opposite the Spar. The speedometer will show drivers their speed if they exceed 30 
miles an hour. Due to be in place by Mar 2009.  
 
5 Minute Walking Zone 
All car driving parents to be urged to use a five minute walking zone around the school. Have a 
competition for the children to design a sign that we could have made and put up at the boundaries of 
the zone. Make Black Swan Wynd a No Entry area between 8:45am and 9:10am and 3pm and 3:30pm.  
Involve children set up a small council, they could investigate and decide on the zones boundaries. We 
could obtain hi-viz tabards for the children to wear on their walk, funded by a walking incentive grant 
from the Department for Transport see below. 
Update: In place from January 2009 
 
All Parish Councils have funding under Section 137 of The Local Government Act 
which states that £5 per elector can be spent towards community projects, such as walking 
incentive schemes.  

Staindrop Parish Council 
6 Ladyclose 
Staindrop 
Darlington 
DL2 3LW   Tel: 01833 660502  Contact Name: Mr J Hodgson 

The Department for Transport and DfES did have a scheme to provide grants of £1,000 a year for 3 years to 
state-funded primary schools in England who want to set up walking buses. This could be used to pay for a 
teaching assistant for 2 hours a week to organise and administer a walking bus, and to seek children and parent 
volunteers for the walking bus. However, this has now closed and I am seeking alternative funding opportunities.  

Walking Train 
Startforth currently run a Walking Train – one of the School’s TA’s meets the children at a safe point on 
the route to school. Each child is given a fluorescent tabard to wear. The children sign up for the train so 
the TA knows when they are all there and she then walks them to school.  Any child missing the train 
obviously their parents have to continue the walk with them.  The children have a fare card that receives 
a stamp or sticker for each trip when they fill a card they receive a treat. The train works in reverse each 
evening. Obviously, parents have to be onboard so to speak and support the train by being punctual. 
 
Linda received funding to purchase the tabards and also to pay the TA for her time. The grant can be 
reapplied for on an annual basis providing that you reduce the number of car journeys by the required 
percentage. DCC contact Ian Hendry Direct email walkingbuses@dft.gsi.gov.uk funding stream stopped. 
Update: Agreed walking bus from school to Smallworld started Mar 09 
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Durham County Council Initiative 
Street rangers – 
A quote from the extranet: 
encourage family and friends to walk on the school journey don’t drop litter 
are friendly to neighbours and other members of the school community 
are kind to the environment and look after wildlife 
show respect to other people and their property 
behave well on the school journey 
keep the countryside code 
follow the green cross code 
“By encouraging children to be street rangers, it’s hoped that the walk to school will become fun and 
children will take ownership of their local surroundings,” said Councillor Pendlebury, Durham County 
Council’s Cabinet member for transport and sustainability” 


