


HISTORY SUBJECT STORY:
THEMES: INVASION SETTLEMENT, CHILDREN’S LIVES/HUMAN RIGHTS, DEVELOPING CIVILISATIONS, OUR LOCAL AREA, IMPORTANT 
EVENTS/PEOPLE
SOCIAL HIERACY AND DEMOCRACY           PROGRESS 

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 1 What were toys like in the past? Who were John and Josephine 

Bowes?

Who was Ernest Shackleton? Why is he famous? Who built the first train? Where did it go? What did 

children use at the seaside?

Year 2 Why is the year 1666 so famous? Why did the fire spread? Who was Rosa Parkes? Why was she brave? How was Staindrop different a long time ago? 

How was Beatrix Potter’s house different to my 

own?

Year 3 Who first lived in Britain? What did the Romans do for 

us?

Who lived in Egypt 3000 years ago? 

Year 4 What are the legacies of the Greeks? Which was the last Kingdom? Were the Vikings 

really vicious?

Year 5 How advanced were the Mayans? What should we thank them 

for? 

Who was the Rose of Raby and was she 

significant?

When did the Tudors take over? What changes

took place over the Tudor reign?

Year 6 How have lives of children in North East got better over the last 100 years? What was life like in a Victorian school?

What was life like for children in the pits? 

What happened to evacuees during and after the war?



Historical 

Skills:

CHRONOLOGY EVENTS INTERPRETATION ENQUIRY (see 

progression in Historical 

sources for more 

information)

COMMUNICATION

Y1 Sequence events in their life

Sequence 3/4 artefacts from  distinctly different 

periods

Match objects to people of different ages

Know and recount episodes from stories and their own 

life. Recognise differences between past and present 

events.

Use stories to develop 

understanding of fact/fiction. 

Compare adults talking about 

the past- are they reliable?

Find answers to simple questions about 

the past from sources of information e.g. 

artefacts

Communicate their knowledge 

through: Discussion…. Drawing 

pictures… Drama/role play.. Making 

models….. Writing.. Using ICT…

Y2 Sequence 3/4 objects from periods closer in time

Sequence photographs from their lives

Describe memories of events in their past

Recognise why people did things, why events 

happened and what happened as a result. Identify 

similarities and differences between ways of life at 

different times

Compare 2 versions of a past 

event. Compare pictures or 

photographs of people or 

events.  Discuss reliability of 

stories/accounts.

Use a source – observe or handle 

sources to answer questions about the 

past on the basis of simple observations

Communicate their knowledge 

through: Discussion…. Drawing 

pictures… Drama/role play.. Making 

models….. Writing.. Using ICT…

Y3 Place the time studied on a timeline

Use dates and times related to the unit or vocab 

related to the  passing of time

Sequence several events

Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied.

Compare with our life today.

Identify reasons for and results of people's actions. 

Understand why people may have wanted to do 

something

Distinguish between different 

sources comparing different 

versions of the same story. Give 

reasons for different ways the 

past is represented. Look at 

representations of the period 

e.g. cartoons, exhibits, 

drawings

Use a range of sources to find out about 

a period. Observe small details –

artefacts, pictures. Select and record 

information relevant to the study.

Communicate their knowledge 

through: Discussion…. Drawing 

pictures… Drama/role play.. Making 

models….. Writing.. Using ICT…

Y4 Place events from the period studied on a time 

line

Use terms related to the period and date events

Understand more complex terms e.g. BC/AD

Use evidence to reconstruct life in time studied. Identify 

key features and significant events of time studied. 

Look for links and effects in time studied. Offer a 

reasonable explanation for some events.

Look at the evidence available. 

Begin to evaluate it’s 

usefulness and the reliability of 

different types of sources. Use 

textbooks and historical 

knowledge.

Use evidence to build up a picture of a 

past event. Choose relevant material to 

present a picture of one aspect of life in 

time past. Ask a variety of questions. Use 

the library and internet for research. 

Recall, select and organise historical 

information Communicate their 

knowledge and understanding.

Y5 Know and sequence key events within the time 

studied. Know and use relevant terms and 

period labels including the duration of different 

periods.

Make comparisons between different times.

Study different aspects of different people -

differences between men and women. Examine 

causes and results of significant events and the 

impact on people. Compare life in early and late 

'times' studied. Compare an aspect of life with 

the same aspect in another period.

Compare accounts of events 

from different sources. Offer 

reasons for different versions of 

events. Identify different 

viewpoints within evidence.

Begin to identify primary and secondary 

sources. Use evidence to build up a 

picture of a past event or person. Select 

relevant sections of information.

Recall, select and organise historical 

information Communicate their 

knowledge and understanding.

Y6 Place current study on a timeline with other 

studies

Use relevant dates and terms. Order up to 10 

events on a timeline including concurrent events

Find out about beliefs, behaviour and characteristics of 

people, recognising that not everyone shares the same 

views and feelings . Compare beliefs and behaviour 

with another time studied. Understand continuity and 

change. Write another explanation of a past event in terms of 

cause and effect using evidence to support and illustrate their 

explanation. Know key dates, characters and events of 

time studied

Link sources and work out how 

conclusions were arrived at. 

Show awareness that different 

evidence will lead to different 

conclusions. Confidently use 

the library and internet for 

research,

Recognise primary and secondary 

sources. Use a range of sources to find 

out about an aspect of time past. 

Suggest omissions and the means of 

finding out. Bring knowledge gathered 

from several sources together to form 

contrasting arguments.

Select and organise information to 

produce structured work, making 

appropriate use of dates and terms. 



PROGRESSION IN HISTORICAL SOURCES:

Y1-Old/new toys. Bowes 

toy museum. Portraits of 

John and Josephine 

Bowes. Shackleton job 

advert. Shildon railway 

museum, seaside 

photographs and 

drawings.

Y2-Raby castle. 

Maps of the fire of 

London, Hearth Tax 

register. Samuel 

Pepys diary, Rosa 

Parks news reports, 

Beatrix Potters 

house- Hill Top Farm, 

African masks

Y4- Stone age tools, 

Stonehenge, Roman 

Fort, Egyptian 

artefacts-oriental 

museum Durham, 

Howard Carter news 

reports and photos, 

hieroglyphs. 

Y5-Ancient Greek 

ruins, Greek masks 

and pots, 

stories/poetry 

Odysseus and 

Beowulf, maps of 

Anglo Saxon Britain, 

recreations e.g. 

longboat, Greek and 

Roman writing 

systems, textbooks, 

internet.

Y5- Raby castle, 

Secondary source: 

Historian visit, 

stained glass, 

portraits/death mask, 

court eye witness 

statements, historical 

letters, augmented 

reality, laser imaging, 

ancient artefacts, 

hieroglyphs.



PROGRESSION IN HISTORICAL SOURCES

Y6- A range of sources both Primary and 

Secondary. Interview an ex miner, pit 

paintings, school log books, beamish 

classroom, census, war letters, ration 

books, war memorials, gas masks, 

photographs, radio broadcasts, veteran 

videos/village luncheon club.


