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1.  Endorsement 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We, the undersigned, fully endorse Staindrop CE Primary School’s 

School Travel Plan.   

 

We appreciate the importance of sustainability in school travel.   We 

authorise the implementation of the Travel Plan and will offer 

support, wherever possible, to implement the initiatives and achieve 

the targets laid out in the document. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………..   ………………………………….. 
Head of Governing Body    Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………..   ………………………………….. 
Head of Highway Management Services Head of Access and Inclusion 
(Transportation) (Education) 
 
 
 
 

………………… 
Date 
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2.  Introduction 
 
The School. 
 
Staindrop C.E. Primary School is located within Staindrop Village not far from 
Barnard Castle and occupies an almost inaccessible site behind the Black 
Swan public house. There is a dangerous junction immediately in front of the 
Black Swan with poor vehicle and pedestrian access through the narrow ‘Wynd’ 
or lane alongside the pub building. Also behind the pub car park is an old 
peoples home ‘Broumley Court’.  
 
The School currently has 154 pupils and although some children are 
transported in from outlying districts, by far and away the majority of children 
live in the village of Staindrop but mainly at the western tip of the village where 
there are both private and council housing estates.  The School lies at the 
eastern end of the village where several link roads converge near a sharp 
ninety-degree corner in the main A688 Bishop Auckland to Barnard Castle 
through-road. 
 
Those children who use school transport from Raby Park, Wackerfield, Moor 
Road and Cleatlam are unable to be driven to the school gates as it is much too 
congested and difficult for vehicles to access or turn; instead these groups of 
pupils have to alight on Winston Road in the designated, marked road section.  
There is, however, no lay-by and often parents’ cars take up the majority of this 
access, particularly at home time.  Once again elderly residents are affected by 
this parking as often access to the housing along this road is obstructed for 
quite a while. 
 
See Appendix A for location plan of school. 
 

Why is a School Travel Plan needed? 

 
The road network is steadily becoming more congested.  This is particularly 
evident around schools with ‘school gate’ parking a major concern in the 
morning and afternoon as parents or guardians drop off and pick up children. 
 
Those children that do make their own way to school may have to make 
hazardous crossings of busy roads.  When they get near the school they then 
have to contend with manoeuvring and indiscriminately parked vehicles.  Is it 
any wonder that, as traffic grows worse, parents become more worried about 
letting their children make their own way to school and are more likely to drive 
them there.  The result is more and more traffic.  And more and more danger.  
 
As well as traffic issues there are also those concerning health.  An estimated 
70% of the population are not physically active enough to benefit their health.  If 
children walk or cycle to school – even for part of the way – they gain the 
benefits of being physically active. 
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Making the school journey safer can break the vicious circle.  A School Travel 
Plan can help to make the journey safer... and healthier.  The Plan will identify 
the problems, propose initiatives to address the concerns and, importantly, 
outline how its implementation will be monitored and reviewed. 
 
It should be stressed that this School Travel Plan is yours.  It is about your 
school.  It is your Travel Plan.  It should also be stressed that the Travel Plan is 
a ‘living’ document.  It should be regularly reviewed and updated where 
necessary. 
 

Current Trends 
 
The journey to school has changed dramatically in the last 10 years with growth 
in traffic, a decline in children making their own way to school and increasing 
concern about children’s health. 
 
Nationally, for children under the age of 16 
 

 The proportion of journeys to school by car has nearly doubled from 16% 
to 29%. 

 Children’s walking to school has declined from 59% to 49%. 
 
Nationally, for primary schools 
 

 54% walk to school. 

 37% are taken by car. 

 9% use public transport or school buses. 

 Bicycle use is negligible. 
 
 

Reasons 
 
Parents drive their children to school because they are primarily concerned 
about danger from traffic.  They are worried about their child being involved in 
an accident if they are walking or cycling, especially if unaccompanied. 
 
The problems are made worse because of greater parental choice.  Schools 
journeys are now longer than they used to be.  In many households both 
parents work so many children are dropped off as part of the journey to work.  
All this leads to more traffic on busier, more congested, roads - more of the very 
same traffic that causes many of the concerns in the first place. 
 

Almost 1 in 5 cars on the highway network at 8:50am are 
taking children to school. 
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Consequences 
 
Children are missing the daily exercise that walking or cycling to school can 
offer.  They are also missing the opportunity to learn the road safety skills that 
are a necessary part of becoming independent.  They are losing the chance to 
travel with friends or spend some quality time with their parents. 
 
Parents driving their children to school cannot fully exploit that shared time.  In 
busy traffic the occupants are exposed to more fumes than they would be 
outside of the vehicle.  The culture of being car-dependent may lead to children 
reaching secondary school age with much reduced road safety awareness and, 
as a result, be more at risk from accidents.  They may also develop more long-
term illnesses and ailments compared to less car-dependent children. 
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3.  Background and Objectives 
 
Initial Approach to Durham County Council. 
 
In April 2003 Staindrop Primary School was one of 23 schools that applied to 
Durham County Council to be supported in the development of a School Travel 
Plan.  Staindrop was one of the 23 schools that were successful in their bid to 
be supported (both in terms of advice and finance) and assisted in achieving the 
objectives that were laid out in our application. 
 
The Travel Plan has been developed in partnership with officers of the Traffic 
Section of Durham County Council in order to maximise the potential benefits of 
the initiative.  To try and ensure that all concerns would be addressed, the 
school initiated a working group to formulate objectives. 

 

Safer Routes to School 
 
Generally, the aims are to enable more children to walk, cycle or take public 
transport to school safely and to enjoy the benefits available by doing so.  
Making changes to the highway network by, for example, reducing traffic 
speeds and volumes or reallocating road space can achieve this.  At the same 
time benefits can be gained by raising awareness of issues such as transport 
and health.  The Safer Routes to Schools projects that are developed in the 
School Travel Plan are the result of joint ventures between the school, the 
pupils, school staff, parents, local residents and the County Council. 
 

Who benefits? 
 
Primarily, the School Travel Plan is developed to benefit the pupils who attend 
Staindrop School.  However, the issues that are addressed may also be of 
benefit to parents, local residents and users of the highway network generally in 
the vicinity of the school. 
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4.  Gathering Information 
 
Application. 
 
Many parents and all Governors have over the past few years expressed their 
concerns over the congested parking issues associated with school and its 
effect on the community as a whole. There have been discussions at Parish 
Council meetings as well as articles in the local press. During our recent Ofsted 
Inspection of February 2002, we were congratulated on our Health & Safety 
Audit, which highlighted this difficulty and on our efforts to alleviate the problem 
through introducing a Walking Train in conjunction with the local Leisure Centre. 
This idea was only a limited success due to the deteriorating condition of the 
path. At times we have worked in conjunction with the local Comprehensive 
School and ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ to improve this path but never as a long-term 
solution.  At last we do seem to have reached a better position with the support 
of the LEA in that we may be able to address some of the problems linked to 
the path used for this walk.    
 
Every year, for the past five years, we have been involved with a local Police 
Initiative in Teesdale to improve Road Safety awareness. This involves children 
from Class 5 in the design of a leaflet, which is then produced using the best 
designs and distributed to all pupils in school. 
 
As a school promoting Healthy Attitudes and having now heard of our success 
with achieving ‘The Healthy School’s Standard’, we have encouraged our pupils 
not only to walk to school but also to use scooters and we have now been 
successful in winning a Bike Shelter, which is already erected and in position, 
so at last we will be able to train our cycling pupils and know that they have 
somewhere for their cycles during the day.  Cycle training is planned for the 
summer term 2004. 
 
In every case we ensure that our pupils benefit from an enriched PSHCE 
curriculum, including all aspects of Health & Safety.  They also are a major part 
of our school approach to Safer Routes to School so that they will have 
ownership of the School’s Travel Plans for the foreseeable future.  
   

Questionnaires. 
 
During the summer term of 2003 questionnaires were distributed to all pupils 
and all families at the school.  The purpose of the questionnaires was to 
establish the current travel patterns.  It was also an opportunity to start 
identifying areas of concern and the barriers to making the school journey on 
foot, by bike or public transport. 
 
At the same time flyers were sent out to all families to raise awareness of the 
Safer Routes to School initiatives and to seek working group members willing to 
assist in the development of the School Travel Plan. 
 
Examples of the questionnaires and flyer are included in Appendix C. 
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The Working Group 

 
To assist in the production of this School Travel Plan a working group, 
representing as far as practicable all interested parties, was set up.  The group 
comprises of some volunteer parents, PTA treasurer, School Governor and a 
parent who represents SCIP, a local village group. 
 
The main functions of the group were to: 
 

 develop the School Travel Plan, 

 review the questionnaire analysis and recommend any measures or 
initiatives for implementation, 

 consider policies for inclusion in the School Travel Plan, 

 ensure active pupil involvement in the School Travel Plan and where 
possible encourage inclusion into the curriculum, 

 to set achievable targets, and 

 to monitor the Plan annually. 
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Questionnaire Results 
 
The number of questionnaires distributed and the response is summarised 
below. 
 

 Number of 
questionnaires 

sent out 

Returns 

Number %age 

Parent 142 67 47.2 

Pupil 142 113 79.6 

 
Questionnaire Analysis – Parent 
 
Key Data 
 
The means by which pupils get to school was identified by their parents as 
follows: 
 

58% walked 
37% by car 
  2% by public transport 
  2% cycled 
 

Parents are most the likely to accompany their children to school.  Of those that 
drive their children to school, 16% return straight home and 22% continue to 
work.  Those that drive their children to school give their reasons as follows: 
 
    10% convenience 
      2% personal safety 
      2% road safety 
 
Parents were given the opportunity to comment on what measures would 
encourage them to allow their child to travel to schools by means other than is 
used at present.  They could also make other comments or raise specific issues 
is they so wanted. 
 
The specific concerns that were raised were:  
 
The crossing facilities in the centre of the village. 
Parking outside the rear of the school. 
Speed of traffic through the village. 
The state of the ‘black path’ that leads from the Almshouses to the Black Swan 
Wynd. 
 
The main improvements that were identified were: 
 

 The ‘black path’.  Look at improving the path including widening where 
possible to 1.8 metres. 
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 Black Swan Wynd.  Look at increasing drivers’ awareness of the school 
by appropriate road markings and signs. 

 Black Swan Wynd.  Look at how vehicles are parked and how this 
affects the Black Swan and local residents. 

 Look at providing a standing area for parents just inside the school gates 
but away from the drive. 

 
Questionnaire Analysis – Pupil 
 
Key Data 
 
The pupils identified their main means of getting to school as: 
 

55% walked 
31% by car 
  1% by public transport 
  1% cycled 
 

If they were accompanied, it was most likely that their parents would be with 
them.  Most of the children, 68%, live within 1 mile of the school.  
 
When offered a choice of how they would like to travel to school the most 
popular means was cycling at 57%.  Whilst such commitment to sustainable 
travel is very praiseworthy and it is heartening to see, a realistic approach must 
be taken. 
 

Working Group Results 
 
The working group considered the findings of the questionnaires and was 
broadly in agreement with them though there were some specific issues that 
they wished to express their views on. 
 
The group considered the location of the crossing point within the village very 
important.  They also requested that surveys be carried to assess the speed 
and volume of traffic through the village.  The group appreciated that the layout 
of the village was such that there was no one concentrated crossing point for 
pedestrians. Plans for a Zebra Crossing were refused by DCC in 2009. 
 
The group felt that the importance of improving the ‘black path’ couldn’t be 
stressed enough.  As well as the issues over the width there were also strong 
feelings about it being kept clean and unobstructed, the ditch alongside the path 
and the need for the path to be lit.  They understood that the path is on land 
owned by the Raby Estates and that it was important that any improvements 
should be done by agreement with the owners.  After much correspondence it 
has been decided that DCC will undertake the improvements with an action 
date of 1st Sept 2009. This has been actioned, the path was improved over the 
Summer Holidays 2009.The issue of lighting the path is the most contentious.  It 
has to be recognised that providing lighting could markedly affect the character 
of that part of the village.  It is likely that the provision of lighting would receive 
objections from various quarters.  The school’s view was that throughout the 
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year it would be light enough to use the path at the normal start and finish 
times.  On those occasions that there is a later event at the school, pupils are 
not allowed to leave the premises unaccompanied.  Parents or guardians could 
then make the choice to use the ‘black path’ or use the path alongside Front 
Street.  Concerns were also expressed over the drop into the old ‘ha-ha’ or ditch 
next to the path.  It may be possible to include some form of fence.  This will 
need to be discussed with Raby Estates. 
 
2005: The working group also queried the location of the cycle parking that has 
been provided.  It is recognised that locating such a facility in a higher profile 
location, such as near the school gates, does promote the schools commitment 
to sustainability.  However, there were concerns that it may have become a 
focal point for older children on an evening and may have led to undesirable 
behaviour.  It was felt that the current location was the best compromise.  The 
option of providing signing to the cycle parking will be looked at, possibly 
incorporating a design to be picked from submissions from pupils. 
 
2008: The working group looked into the setting up of a 5 minute walking zone. 
A competition to design a permanent sign was held.  However, the DCC Travel 
Team have provided some Sam signage that will remove the need for costly 
signs for this year at least. Consider more permanent sign in 2009. The school 
has used the local press and media to carry the message regarding the new 
Zone. The school has been in the County Travel Newsletter. The Group were 
told of other initiatives in school to promote walking to school such as the 
Pedometer Challenge.  
 
2009: Feb Launch of 5 Minute Zone. National Walk to School Week. May: 
Pedometer Family Challenge  
October: Eco Campaigner came to school to launch the World Walk to School 
Month.  
 
2010: Sam’s Stars – election. Weekly hands up surveys, half term winning 
classes receive prizes. Step to it Pedometer Family Challenge May. Re-launch 
of Travel Plan and Park and Stride Oct 2010. Working with local police to 
reinforce message.  
 
2011: Walk to School Week Badges Competition – 3 submitted to national level, 
prizes for top 3. Cycle Permit Scheme and Bike to School Week in April. Walk 
to School Week in May. Green transport week in June, Leave your car at home 
September, Intl Walk to School Month October and Change 4 Life and Healthy 
Schools ongoing. 
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5. Proposed Initiatives, Objectives and Targets 

 
The aims are to increase accompanied walking, cycling and use of public 
transport and to decrease the number of children travelling by car. 
 
The proposed improvements will be shown on drawings to be included as an 
addendum in Appendix D. 
 
Objective 1: Increase Travel Awareness 
 

Target:  To increase awareness among pupils, parents and staff about the 
environmental, health and social consequences of their travel choice. 

 
Planned Initiatives: 
 

 Make the School Travel Plan available to staff, parents and pupils. 
 Identify opportunities through curricula and extra-curricula activities to 

educate pupils on the consequences of their, and their parents’, travel 
decisions. 

 Include information on sustainable school transport in the school 
prospectus and newsletters. 

 Involve pupils in the process of surveying and the collection and analysis 
of data for the monitoring of the School Travel Plan targets. 

 
Objective 2: Encourage Sustainable Travel Modes 
 

Target:  To increase the number of pupils walking to school by 5%, to encourage 
the use of public transport and encourage cycling.  To set up and operate a 
walking bus for children living in Staindrop Village. 

 
Planned Initiatives: 
 

 Encourage walking to school. 
 Provide information on environmental health and social aspects of 

travel choices. 
 Encourage walking within a 5 mins radius 
 Work with the County Council to identify potential improvements to 

pedestrian links around the school. 
 Encourage cycling. 

 Encourage cycling. 
 Cycle training for pupils in the upper juniors each year. 

 Small World to set up a walking bus. 
 Identify those parents who are willing to use such a facility.    

Arrange necessary training with Durham County Council Road 
Safety Team. 
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Objective 3: Reduce Car Trips and School Gate Congestion 
 

Target:  To reduce the number of vehicles dropping off or collecting pupils at the 
school gate.  Reduce school gate parking by 10% in the plan’s first year. 

 
Planned Initiatives: 
 

 Encourage car sharing. 
 Investigate the potential for setting up a car sharing database. 
 5 Minute Walking Zone – target date Feb 2009 

 
Objective 4: Improve Road Safety 
 

Target:  To reduce vehicle speeds and the potential for pedestrian/vehicle 
conflict outside the school and to improve driver awareness of the presence of 
the school. 

 
Planned Initiatives: 
 

 Encourage speed reduction outside the school. 
Introduce a ‘School Safety Zone’ on Black Swan Wynd by the 
introduction of appropriate road signs and markings.   

 Improve traffic flow. 
 Manage any necessary parking. 
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6. Proposals for Implementation, Monitoring and Reviewing the 
Plan 

 
It is proposed that the school takes ownership of the Travel Plan in the spring 
term 2004. 
 
It is anticipated that the school will promote the ideals and aspirations of the 
Plan.  The school will also inform and, where necessary, consult with, all 
parents as a matter of course. 
 
The intention is that the School Travel Plan will be a living document.  As such it 
will be reviewed and updated annually. 
 
The Plan’s targets and any changes will need to be monitored and reported.  
Whatever indicators are used to evaluate progress will need to be reported in 
such a way as can be understood by the school and the local community. 
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TRAVEL TO SCHOOL SURVEY 
SUMMARY SHEET 2004 

 
Name of School___Staindrop CE Primary School_______________________ 
 
Total Number of Pupils___142__ 
 
Please complete the survey below: 

 this sheet should be photocopied for use in individual classes 

 teachers can readily obtain the information by a show of hands 

 responses from all classes should be collated on this summary sheet 
 
On the journey to school in the morning and from school in the afternoon 
how many pupils usually travelled by the following methods: 
(Insert appropriate numbers in boxes) 
 
ON FOOT    AM      PM 
 

Alone    

With an adult only 9  9 

With an adult and other pupils 35  35 

With other pupils only 19  19 

 
BY BICYCLE   AM      PM 
 

Alone    

With an adult only    

With an adult and other pupils    

With other pupils only    

 
BY CAR    AM      PM 
 

With an adult only 22  22 

With an adult and other pupils 30  30 

 

Approximate number of parents’ cars parked outside the school on a morning 35 

Approximate number of parents’ cars parked outside the school on an afternoon 50 

  
OTHER  WAYS   AM      PM 

By school bus 13  13 

By other bus  (minibus) 3  3 

By taxi 6  6 

Any other method    

 

Thank you for your time and co-operation 

Not allowed yet – a 
few children bring 
scooters (6 approx) 

Note: 
Am number cars outside school is 
more staggered. 
Pm cars arrive at 2.50 onwards 
until 3.30. 
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TRAVEL TO SCHOOL SURVEY 
SUMMARY SHEET March 2009 

 
Name of School___Staindrop CE Primary School_______________________ 
 
Total Number of Pupils___154 
 
On the journey to school in the morning and from school in the afternoon 
how many pupils usually travelled by the following methods: 
(Insert appropriate numbers in boxes) 
 
ON FOOT    AM      PM 
 

Alone 11  11 

With an adult and or other 
pupils 

67  67 

With other pupils only 22  22 

 
BY BICYCLE/SCOOTER   AM      PM 
 

Alone 2  2 

With an adult only    

With an adult and other pupils 2  2 

With other pupils only 16  16 

 
BY CAR    AM      PM 
 

With an adult and/or other 
pupils 

19  19 

 

Approximate number of parents’ cars parked outside the school on a morning 3 

Approximate number of parents’ cars parked outside the school on an afternoon 12 

  
OTHER  WAYS   AM      PM 

By Educational Transport  15  15 

By Public bus  (minibus) 0  0 
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Appendix C 
 

Pupil Questionnaire, Parent Questionnaire & 
Flyer 

 
 

(incl. summaries of results) 
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Appendix D 
 

Proposals 
 

(Drawings to be included as an Addendum when 
the Working Group approves the draft proposals)  


